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“UNready and Willing!”      Text – Mark 6:6b-13       OT Reading – 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
How many people here just can’t wait for the next opportunity to share the gospel with someone?  Maybe it’s your neighbour who is coming for dinner this week?  Or perhaps it will be at the service station with the person filling up their car on the other side of the pump?  Or the person in the seat in the bus or airplane next to you?  And you have lots of ideas for how to respond to whatever they say and reply with responses that lead into gospel conversations?  Does that describe you?  Or are you thinking, I wouldn’t know where to begin.  It’s kind of all there but I am scared of saying it wrong.  I have to do a few more courses to feel any confidence at all about sharing the gospel.
Well, amongst other things, the passage before us today says something about what we might call gospel preparedness – being ready to share the gospel.  And what it has to say is wonderfully empowering and liberating.  
So let’s briefly note where we are in Mark’s Gospel and then rehearse what we have read in these verses so that we understand what takes place here before we conclude with some thoughts on gospel preparedness.

So firstly the context.

Mark’s Gospel began with us being introduced to Jesus and His kingdom mission – He came to proclaim the good news of God.  And what is the good news of God?  
1. Well, it is first of all a who? – And the Who is?  Jesus.  
a. And we have been seeing that in these opening chapters and especially in chapter 5.  The preaching of Jesus and the miraculous activity of Jesus keeps posing that question to the people?  Who am I?  Who am I?  See and believe that I am the Christ – The Messiah – The Promised One.  
i. And the Who question will ultimately be answered in ch.8 of the Gospel with Peter’s acknowledgement of Jesus as the Christ.  
2. And once that is established, we shall be ready for the WHAT? question.  And the what question is What have you come to do, Jesus?  What is your mission?  And we learn from ch’s 9-16 that the mission is one of suffering and dying and rising.
But for now, we are still in the Who is Jesus phase of mission.  And Jesus has been busy preaching this and revealing it through healing in His home town and in the region of Galilee.  And as we have seen, He has attracted vast crowds but also encountered a lot of opposition and rejection.  
But the time has come for the good news of God to go out to a wider audience than just Jesus can manage by Himself.  So this is where the disciples come in.  
And the disciples have been prominent in these opening chapters.  Right at the beginning, we saw Jesus choose the first disciples, in ch. 1, and then He appointed the twelve as His apostles, in ch. 3, and now He will send the twelve out to preach and heal.  So there has been this development from their first contact with Jesus through to them now being ready to go out for Jesus.

So that’s the context.  The good news of God – who Jesus is – needs to be proclaimed to a wider audience.
And so, we come to our text.  

And Jesus Himself is busy teaching but to widen the audience of those who can hear the good news, He sends out the twelve, “two by two.”
Now we know that there are brothers in the twelve.  You boys and girls will remember that, right?  Simon and Andrew, and James and John.  
And although Matthew, in his Gospel, does not mention that Jesus sent them out two by two, he lists the twelve apostles in pairs, including the brothers.  
But in addition to this, according to OT law, it took the testimony of two to establish something as the truth.  Deut. 17:6.  So that’s another reason for ‘two by two.’
And lastly, Eccles. 4:9 tells us that “two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work.”  
For reasons like these, then, the Lord Jesus sends the twelve out in pairs.  
And when we come to Acts, on the other side of the cross, we shall see a similar pattern continue as we read about Peter and John, and Paul and Barnabas, etc.  
And Jesus gives them “authority over evil spirits.”  With a word of command, Jesus has been able to order demons out of those they possess, and He gives this same authority to His disciples. 
Now, if you look at v12, we see the disciples preaching and healing as well as driving out demons.  And we are not to take that as them going beyond what Jesus sent them to do, because He actually only gave them “authority over evil spirits.”  
No, they are His official ambassadors. 

And ambassadors are those who are given full authority to represent some high official.  The NZ govt has ambassadors in many other countries.  And they talk and act with the full authority of the NZ govt. 

Well the disciples are equipped with the authority to represent Jesus and to do as He did.  And He preached, and He healed, and He drove out demons.  So that is the authority that He gives to the twelve.  
The work they were called to do depended not on their ability or their power, but on the authority and power of Him who sent them.  
But notice also the instructions that Jesus gave to the twelve.  

1. They were to take just the bare essentials.  
a. And we are not to get all tied up in knots about the significance of the staff and sandals and why no bread or tunic, etc.  
i. For many, you see, have taken these words to be a rule for Christian ministry.   You boys and girls will have heard about monks and nuns and hermits who lived in complete poverty because of verses like these.  
A. Take Saint David of Wales, for example.  The Monastic Rule of David prescribed that monks had to pull the plough themselves without draught animals, must drink only water and eat only bread with salt and herbs, and spend the evenings in prayer, reading and writing.  No personal possessions were allowed: even to say "my book" was considered an offence.  David himself lived a simple life and practised asceticism, teaching his followers to refrain from eating meat and drinking beer.  His symbol, also the symbol of Wales, is the leek.  
b. But Jesus is not commanding asceticism here.  What He does want His disciples to learn is that when God calls, God provides.  And just having the bare essentials will help the disciples learn this.  
c. But secondly, in the parallel account of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus said to them, take just these provisions because “the worker is worth his keep.”  Those who hear the gospel and who benefit from the gospel have an obligation to provide for those who bring the gospel.  
i. So this, by the way, is why we do not ordinarily expect our ministers to earn their own income as well as preach to us.  We provide for them in such a way that they are able to focus on preaching the word to us. 
d. And at a very practical level, hospitality towards strangers was a very important part of life in those times.  Strangers in town would be fed and housed – that was a given.  
i. But note what Jesus says about this in v10, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town.”  And the reason Jesus says this, you see, is that it would not help the cause of the gospel if an invitation to stay at a house was accepted but then a dew days later the disciples moved to the bigger house down the road with the spa pool and the pool table and the 4k UHD TV theatre room!  No.  Stay in the first house that welcomes you.
2. And finally in terms of these instructions, in vv11-12, Jesus alerts them to what He has experienced and what all gospel-sharers have experienced since Him – And that is that not everyone gladly receives the gospel.  
a. So He tells them to move on to the next place and to “shake the dust of your feet when you leave, as a testimony to them.”  
i. A good Jew, you see, if he had to journey through Gentile territory, would shake that filthy, pagan, Gentile dust of his shoes before he stepped back into the Promised Land.  So perhaps Jesus had that custom in view.  
ii. But the practice of shaking the dust off your feet was one practiced by the Apostles after Pentecost also.  In Acts 13, we read about Paul and Barnabas being expelled from a certain region.  “So they shook the dust from their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium.”  
iii. And from Matthew’s parallel account of this Mark episode, Jesus said that it would be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the Day of Judgment than for a town that rejected the good news of God.  
A. What a solemn warning this is then.  When those with the authority of Jesus shake the dust of their feet at you, it is a symbol of the divine displeasure that rests on a place that has refused the gospel.  Christ’s ambassadors bring Christ’s word.  So if you reject them, you reject Christ.  
3. Well, in v12 we see that by the power and authority of Jesus, the disciples “went out and preached that people should repent.  They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.”  
a. And the anointing with oil that is spoken of there was a common practice of the time that symbolized God’s inward working power.  Oil was used as a healing agent on cuts and bruises in that time.  So when oil was applied to one blind or deaf or who had a deformity, it was clearly not the oil that healed.  But the oil was a useful symbol of what God was doing within.   
b. But think about the larger symbolism here!  The world we live in is a world subject to the decay of sin.  And that sin manifests itself in illness and disease and demonic activity.  Think of the illnesses among us at present and the funerals we have recently attended and the hurts and disappointments we have suffered and caused.  But what do we see here?  Jesus can undo the effects of illness.  And now, by His authority, His disciples can undo the effects of illness!  Jesus can bring relief from demons.  And now, by His authority, His disciples can bring relief from demons!  
i. So we kind of have a parable here.  And it is a parable of renewal.  Revelation 21:4 talks about Jesus.  It says, “He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  
ii. And that is pointed to in this passage.  Jesus is able to undo all that is decaying and rotten and corrupted and deathly in this world.  This sin-infested world is not the last word!  The last word is Jesus!  And it is by repenting and believing in Him that freedom from sin and all its corruption can come.  
iii. Now, with these people, it is not yet a fully formed gospel, because WHAT Jesus came to do has not yet been revealed.  But you and I know WHAT Jesus came to do.  So we are called to look through these physical deliverances in the name of Jesus, to the cross of Calvary, and to the greater and permanent spiritual and physical deliverance Rev. 21:4 speaks of.  And that greater deliverance can be yours through faith in Who Jesus is and What Jesus came to do. 
Well, one more point then before we close.  I spoke earlier about the prominence given to the disciples in the early chapters of Mark’s Gospel.  I said, “So there has been this development from their first contact with Jesus through to them now being ready to go out for Jesus.”
But were they really ready?  After all, when He spoke the parables, they waited till they were alone with Jesus to ask Him what they meant.  When the storm came, they didn’t trust Jesus’ power to protect them.  They were not sensitive to His perceptions when He asked who had touched Him after the woman sought to be healed by flicking the edge of His cloak.  Mark has not yet painted the disciples in a very good light.  They still have so much to learn about Jesus and His mission.  And yet, He sends them out.  
And the implication of what Jesus does here is that no amount of hearing Jesus, being taught by Jesus, and seeing Jesus perform miracles was enough for the disciples to be ready.  They simply had to risk everything depending on the gospel and the power that accompanies it.  So long as they were willing to go out and speak the name of Jesus, and believe that His power would work through their words and deeds, it would.  Not always, mind you, as we saw from 11.  But it would work.
And brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, in terms of our gospel preparedness, the same is so.  No amount of sermons or Bible studies or catechism classes is enough for you to be ready. 

What you need; all you need is confidence in the authority and power of Jesus.  When Paul said, in Romans 1:16, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes,” he was not urging believers to a complete and through understanding of all theology, and three professionally put together evangelism courses, and at least 35 hours of role play before you are equipped and ready to share the gospel.  And don’t get me wrong, there is a place for the study of theology and evangelism courses and role play!  But was urging believers to a confidence in Jesus and in His power and authority to save through the gospel.  So if you have confidence in Jesus and His authority and His power to save, you are ready.  You are ready.  When you tell people that if they believe in the Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins, the Spirit of God delights to use those words as the means by which He brings some to faith in Christ.  Not all will.  But some will; perhaps many.  But what is for certain is that they wont if you do not speak the words at all.
So let’s ask the Lord to fill our hearts with trust and confidence in the person and power of Jesus, so that He may use our words to save the lost.  Shall we pray?  

